
April 2017  

 

 Dear Neighbors of Northeast Bellevue, Crossroads and other nearby neighborhoods,  

As many of you know, the owners of Bellevue Technology Center submitted an application in January 2017 to modify the City’s 20 year Comprehensive 
Plan by adding language which would essentially open the door to unspecified, significant development of the property at any point in the future. 
This change would disregard the agreements made years ago by the City of Bellevue, the surrounding residents, and the prior owners of the BTC site. 
It would undoubtedly impact the quality of life for those of us who live, work and commute through the NE Bellevue and Crossroads areas. We are 
asking you to familiarize yourself with the proposed changes which are summarized below. It’s important that every concerned citizen make your 
voice heard by signing the petition, writing your own letter or by attending the Public Hearings, and by keeping alert to any updates regarding 
this project.  

 BACKGROUND:  

The Bellevue Technology Center site was initially developed in 1972 based on a Planned Unit Development (PUD) process designed to represent the 
needs of the property owner, the citizens and neighboring property owners, as well as the City of Bellevue. The citizens of Bellevue and the City had 
a strong desire to maintain open spaces and preserve these areas from being overbuilt by rapid development. The PUD ensured that this parcel of 
land was not subdivided into residential housing as originally planned but was developed as one unit with a plan to preserve the open space and the 
trees that surround the property while allowing for minimal development at the site. Open Use (OU) required the developer maintain an open 
character where the “building is a minor item on the site’. This foresight by the neighbors who worked closely with the city back in 1972 help to 
ensure that Bellevue had an abundance of natural open spaces in keeping with the meaning of our name: “Bellevue” which means “City in a park”. 
In 2012, KBS Capital Markets Group (KBS-CMG) purchased the 46-acre property, then known as ‘Unigard’ and now known as Bellevue Technology 
Center, for over $78 million. They were aware of the development restrictions on this property when they purchased it. They believe they have the 
power as a multi-billion-dollar aggressive investment company based in Newport Beach, CA to override the will of the people of this community and 
to entice the City of Bellevue to revise these restrictions so they could develop as they please. Our plan is to gather as a collective voice to tell them 
‘NO!’ and to ask the City of Bellevue to honor the hard-fought agreements that were put in place years ago to protect the only buffer between our 
neighborhoods and the rapidly growing commercial areas that stretch from west of 156th Ave all the way to downtown Bellevue.  

 IMPACT TO YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE:  

KBS Capital Markets Group, headquartered out of Newport Beach, CA is a real estate investment company focused primarily on commercial office 
space and properties they believe they can develop further and bring a large return for their investors. Their website states that "when a property is 
identified for acquisition, KBS develops a business plan for each asset including a well-defined disposition strategy and target cash returns for that 
property". They are not vested in our community or our quality of life. They are simply trying to maximize the profit of the BTC site. We can’t blame 
them for doing their job, but we must do our job as members of this community and we must push back. While KBS’ current application to the City 
of Bellevue does not have specific development plans per se, they are seeking to remove the development restrictions enabling them do fully develop 
the property.   Their prior applications included two possible ‘conceptual plans’ for how the site ‘might’ be developed (see pp.18-19 at this link -  
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/Land%20Use/16-131263-LQ.pdf). These conceptual plans call for an increase of cars entering the site ranging from 
90% increase on the low end to 158% increase over current traffic. Most importantly, if the PUD is changed and the property is rezoned as part of a 
Comprehensive Plan amendment, the developer or any future owner is not limited to these two conceptual plans but can submit even more 
aggressive plans. The development of the site could destroy or diminish the open spaces, trees and greenbelts that our neighbors worked so hard to 
preserve years ago. Equally concerning, the new plans could have a significant impact on the traffic in the area, local schools and general quality of 
life. This is a blank check that we simply cannot give them. Changing the Comprehensive Plan provides little to no benefits to the residents who call 
this area home. So please voice your concerns!  

IN CLOSING:  

Over the years, this property has changed hands several times and each time the new owner has attempted (unsuccessfully) to rezone the property 
and eliminate the PUD. The Bellevue City Planning Commission has also taken this property into consideration when developing the BelRed 
Comprehensive Plan and they upheld the PUD. We are asking the City to respect the decisions of former City Councils, Planning Commissions, and 
Mayors by keeping the PUD in place and honoring the Concomitant agreement. Remember, #itsOURcity, not the city of some developers from 
Newport Beach, CA. We live here; work here; raise our families here. Together we can #PUDthedevelopersintheirplace and encourage the City Council 
to uphold past decisions and agreements. #itsOURcity and we need to stand together to voice our concerns! Act now!  

WHAT YOU CAN DO:  
1) Email Nicholas Matz, request to be a ‘Party of Record’ for Project #17-104627-AC. 
That means you go on record as being concerned and you will receive official 
notifications of any activity or updates on this project.  
2) Ensure your voice is heard in one of the following ways - Print out the petition letter 
for you and your neighbors to sign and either mail it to Nicholas Matz or drop it off in the 
file box in the front door at 15803 NE 27th Pl, Bellevue 98008 - Write your own letter 
outlining your concerns and send it via email or USPS.   
3) Volunteer to gather signatures. Simply print the form and knock on doors or set up a 
table at a local business or event. Post it on NextDoor.com so we know what 
neighborhoods are covered.  
4) Attend the Public Hearing on 6/14/17, Time: TBD, Bellevue City Hall.  
Hope to see you there!   
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